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WHEATON MAN PLEADS GUILTY FOR  

ATTEMPTED SEXUAL ENCOUNTER WITH CHILD 
JARRETT FERGUSON IS 14TH PERSON TO BE CONVICTED  

IN MULTI-AGENCY CHILD SEX INVESTIGATIONS 

May 17, 2019 

A Wheaton man is headed to prison for attempting to have sex with a minor in 

exchange for cash. He is the 14th person to be found guilty as a result of multiple 

investigations in recent years involving Homeland Security Investigations and the 

Aurora Police Department. 

27-year-old Jarrett O. Ferguson today agreed to a sentence of 3 years’ imprisonment 

in the Illinois Department of Corrections in exchange for a guilty plea to the offense of 

traveling to meet a minor, Class 3 felony. 

Kane County Associate Judge Kathryn D. Karayannis accepted the plea. 

Kane County Assistant State’s Attorney Christine Bayer stated in court that on  

March 10, 2017, Ferguson drove to a specified location in Aurora expecting to have a 

sexual encounter with a minor or minors. 

In addition to the prison term, Ferguson must register for 10 years as a sexual 

offender in accordance with the Illinois Sexual Offender Registration Act. 

According to Illinois law, Ferguson is eligible for day-for-day sentencing. He receives 

credit for 2 days served in the Kane County jail. He had been free on a signature 

bond. 

On five occasions starting in December 2014, Homeland Security Investigations and 

the Aurora Police Department collaborated to target persons who sought to commit 

sexual acts with children. From the five investigations, 14 people were charged with 

offenses related to child sex trafficking. All 14 were found guilty and sentenced to 

prison.  

Kane County State’s Attorney Joe McMahon said:  

“Human trafficking and child sex exploitation is a very real problem that exists in 

every community. In these cases, in which no children were ever present or in 



 

 

danger, we were able to expose individuals who sought to exploit children for sexual 

purposes and bring them to justice. Our office remains committed to working with law 

enforcement to ending this abhorrent crime. Thanks to ASA Bayer for her continued 

work on these cases, and to Homeland Security Investigations and the Aurora Police 

Department.”  

Jarrett O. Ferguson: Age 27 (d.o.b. 7-5-1991), 1300 block of Naperville Road, 

Wheaton, Illinois. Case No. 17CF504 


